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of the spiritual and economic benefits of the union of art-
with labour characteristic of all true civilization in the past,
the State must assume, as for example in thirteenth
century Florence, the role of protector of the craftsmen,
who must be supported, endowed, and respected no less
than the other servants of the State, or of the Church.

British influence has been adverse to Indian Art in
other ways. The output of cheap and inferior carpets in
jails went far to destroy the tra.de in well-made and fairly
priced carpets, a fact so well known as to need no further
mention. Of the influence of art schools little need be
said; by some the whole degeneration of Indian art has
been attributed to them and while this is a great exag-
geration, there can be no doubt that their influence has
oeen pernicious. It is now otherwise in the case of certain
art schools, particularly Lahore and Calcutta, but it is too
late to arrest the harm already - done, and still being done
elsewhere. So also with the jails, there are many, such as
Agra and Poona, where work of good quality is now done,
and chemical dyes are totally avoided; but much of the
evil is done, and the force of example is still seen in the
case of such jails in Native States as continue to make use
of chemical dyes, to the detriment of the quality of their
productions (e. </., Gwalior.)

.Indian kings have been great i*eligious builders from
the earliest times, spending their resources gladly on
temples built to the glory of God, and hostels for the
shelter of man. They were just such great builders as the
earlier English kings. But now imagine the injury to
English art that would have come about, if English inde-
pendence had ceased in the time of Henry III., as a result.,
of the rapacity of some nation of materialists and